
 

 

 

 

Southington Public Library 
255 Main St., Southington, CT 

Library Board Minutes 
March 14, 2016 

 
Meeting was called to order by Chairman Mary Ellen 
D’Angelo at 5:34 PM. 
 
Members in attendance: Mary Ellen D’Angelo, Frances 
Meade, Kevin Curtiss, Bethany Pestillo, Susan Smayda. 
Absent: Heidi Bittner, Patricia Kraut, Robert Cusano, Marion 
Manware, Kelly Nichols. 
 
Secretary’s Minutes:  
 
Public Communications: There were none. 
 
Library Communications: A thank-you card was received 
from Patricia Kraut for the gift of flowers. 
 
Approval of Secretary’s Minutes: No quorum. 
 
Finance: February 2016 Financial Report: Director 
Smayda discussed the report, emphasizing that 93% of the 
temporary wages have been used so far this year. She 
indicated that money may be moved during the April finance 
meeting. The budget is fine otherwise. There was no quorum 
to vote. 
 
Election of Board Members: There was no quorum. 
 
Director’s Report: 
 The event supported by Bertucci’s raised $193 for the 

Expansion Fund. 
 On February 18

th
, two focus groups were held by the 



 

 

 

 

Library’s consultants to gather information for the 
Expansion Project. 

 Director Smayda attended the Hearing on the Budget 
along with Kevin Curtiss and Kelly Nichols on March 7

th
. 

 Director Smayda was called in early to assess damage 
caused by a fallen light pole on February 25

th
. 

 
Committee Reports: There were none. 
 
Barnes Museum: 
 The Barnes Museum is working with an Eagle Scout to 

restore the Fountain in the garden.  
 The Barnes Museum now has its own Facebook page; 

both Library and Museum announcements and updates 
will be posted there. 

 On Thursday, February 11
th
, the annual Victorian Valentine 

Tea Party was held, with more ladies attending than ever 
before. 

 
Friends of the Library: There was none. 
 
Buildings and Maintenance: 
 Due to a winter storm, a light pole near the rear of the 

building came down. Upon inspection, other light poles 
were found to be rusty and in need of replacement. 
Director Smayda is accepting quotes for this. Emergency 
money will be requested for this. 

 Sav-Mor was in to check on a leak in the water pipes 
supplying the heating system. A small amount of asbestos 
was found; a company that handles this was called in to 
remove the asbestos safely. A broken valve was also 
discovered, and Director Smayda is waiting to hear if it 
can be replaced or if new pipes need to be installed. 

 The roof is scheduled to be repaired this summer. 
 



 

 

 

 

Library Expansion:  
 The Town’s CIP includes $100,000 for environmental and 

engineering studies for the Expansion Project. The Library 
will start moving forward on this soon. 

 The Library had a good response to the Community 
Speak-out Board. 

 
Personnel & Policies: There was none. 
 
Old Business: The discussion of allowing beer and wine in 
Town buildings will be voted on by the Town Council at 
tonight’s meeting. If passed, the Library Board will establish 
a policy that they are comfortable with pertaining to the 
Library and Barnes Museum. 
 
New Business: Chairman Mary Ellen D’Angelo offered to 
speak at the next Town Council meeting to make members 
aware of the costs of repairs at the Library in the past few 
months. Board members offered to help draft a letter to be 
read at the meeting. This may help to keep our money in the 
CIP and the Library Expansion on an upcoming referendum. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:40 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Billie Gaber 
 


